EXECUTI VE CHAMBERS
HONCLULU
July 13, 2004

STATEMENT OF OBJECTI ONS TO SENATE BI LL NO. 2608

Honor abl e Menbers
Twent y- Second Legi sl ature
State of Hawai i

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article IIl of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, | amreturning herewth,
wi t hout ny approval, Senate Bill No. 2608, entitled "A Bill for
an Act Relating to Critical Access Hospitals."

The purpose of this bill is to anend Act 226, Session
Laws of Hawaii 2000, to elimnate the sunset of provisions
exenpting critical access hospitals fromthe revised
rei nmbur senent net hodol ogy for long-termcare services, which
requi res hospital-based and nonhospital - based Medicaid
rei nbursenent rates for institutionalized |ong-termcare to be
equal .

Senate Bill No. 2929, entitled "ABill for an Act
Rel ating to Medicaid Rei nbursenent,”™ which | have approved, also
achi eves the sanme purpose. Therefore, this bill is unnecessary.

For the foregoing reason, | amreturning Senate Bil
No. 2608 wi thout ny approval.

Respectful |y,

LI NDA LI NGLE
Gover nor of Hawaii
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